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Michael Praetorius

Terpsichore is a collection of over 300 instrumental dance pieces by Michael Praetorius. Similar to the
Susato Danserye (1551), there were no instruments specified on the score. As a result these pieces have been
performed by many combinations of woodwind, brass and string instruments over the years.

Four of these short pieces have been selected and orchestrated here for winds and percussion. Different
consorts or families of instruments have been featured to contrast each other in range, timbre, volume or
character.

Style is everything with these pieces. Brilliant fortes are contrasted with smooth lyrical playing. The
ensemble must work together to match articulations, dynamic and style. The repeated sections often feature a
different combination of players playing so watch for the “2nd time only” indications. If there is no
indication, then players should play both times.

The use of piccolo may be used to augment the flute line at the discretion of the conductor. On the 2nd time
of repeats may be an option or during f sections are two suggestions.

Percussionists should feel free to explore varying the indicated lines on repeats or even creating their own
stylistically accurate parts. This edition can be performed with just 2 players but others can be added either
doubling on a different sized tom-tom or creating their own line using a different instrument altogether.

This arrangement was commissioned by the Cedarville High School Band, Cedarville, MI,
Alan Jacobus Director for their performance at Carnegie Hall.
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