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Karl L. King

He was a quiet, warm and gracious man,... a giant of a man,
both physically and spiritually; a truly great man in the evolution
of American bands, a human being loved by all who knew him.
Karl L. King lived the boyhood dream that most men only
experienced as fantasy. He literally did run away to join the
circus! There he became a virtuoso baritone player, and had his
first compositions published at the age of 17. He went on to
become a famous circus bandmaster and, later, conductor for
many years of the renowned Fort Dodge, lowa Municipal Band

Robert E. Foster - The Arranger

Robert E. Foster has been the director of bands at the University
of Kansas since 1971. He is the conductor of the Kansas
University Marching Band, the Symphonic Band and the Wind
Ensemble. Foster has written numerous works for band, including
well over 100 published arrangements, compositions and
instructional materials. He makes numerous appearances
throughout the United States and Europe as a conductor, clinician
and adjudicator. He has served as President of both the
American Bandmasters Association and the National Band
Association.

Program Note

The emergence of ragtime coincided with the great era of the concert bands. The similarities between the
marches, two steps, cakewalks, and ragtime pieces resulted in an intermingling of these forms. Karl King
probably wrote “The Walking Frog” during 1917/1918 while he was the director of the Barnum & Bailey’s
Circus Band but it was not published until 1919 after he had left the circus. He originally wrote this piece
as a circus clown ‘walk about’ but it’s infectious charm soon made it a favorite with many other circus acts.

Instrumentation

C Flute/C PicCOlO ....ooeveereeeeciiiiee e 10 1st& 2nd FHOM ..., 2
1st Bb Clarinet.........cccooeeiiiieee e, 4 rd&4thFHorn ..o, 2
2nd Bb Clarinet ..., 4 1st Trombone ......oovveviieieees . 2
3rdBb Clarinet ..o, 4 2nd Trombone..........coooeiieieiiiiiiee, 2
Bb Bass Clarinet ..........cccooeeeeenenrinrinenens 2 3rd Trombone.......cooeeeeeeieeee e 2
ODO0E ..ot 2 Baritone T.C. ... 1
BasSOO0N ......cooiteeeneeee s 2 Baritone B.C.........ueerirerreeeereeeeeeens 2
1st & 2nd Eb Aito Saxophones .................. 4 TUDA ..ottt 4
Bb Tenor Saxophone..........cccooveeeiiiiniineenn. 2 String BassS ..o 1
Eb Baritone Saxophone/Alto Clarinet.......... 2 Percussion I: Snare, Bass Drums ............... 3
1st Bb Trumpet.. ... 3 Percussion Il: Cymbals ...............cc.cccnl. 2
2nd Bb Trumpet.......ccccooeieeee 3 Bells/Slapstick/Siren Whistle....................... 3

3rd Bb Trumpet ..., 3 TIMPANI. e e 1
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